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s o}rlle h(;f A'rne.:nc:ailliong;st b1r<}ilmf1 trzlls. The dGreat nggr B};dmg Eall pf:;rallels b(?tlfll sllldes of Fall — September through November U — uncommon
= t e Mississippi River rc?mF e hea w.atfars, own 1,366 miles to the confluence with the Winter — December through February P
S Ohio River at Cairo, Illinois. The trail is named after the already well known federally-
g| i sy ) #* — Nests on the refuge
B designated scenic drive called the Great River Road that goes from Canada to the Gulf of
Mexico.
Common Name Sp Su F W Common Name Sp Su F W Common Name Sp Su F W
® [ ] ® [ ] ®
['he Upper Mississippi River: .
e Common Loon u u Herring Gull c u c u Blackpoll Warbler C c
° Horned Grebe u u Glaucous Gull r r Cerulean Warbler* u u
A Globall Im ortant Blrd Al-ea and Pied-billed Grebe* c @& O Caspian Tern u u u Black-and-white Warbler c c
y P Red-necked Grebe r r Common Tern u o u oo American Redstart* a a ¢
° €< 9 & American White Pelican c u ¢ Forster's Tern* c u u Prothonotary Warbler* c
Ml l‘ator Fl a for Blrds Double-crested Cormorant™ ¢ c c Black Tern* & 6 u Ovenbird™ c u u
g y ) W y American Bittern* u uou Rock Dove* c ¢ ¢ ¢ Northern Waterthrush ¢ u
. A . L . Least Bittern* u u u Mourning Dove* c c c Louisiana Waterthrush u u u
The mighty Mississippi flows though the heart of our nation. It draws millions of visitors Great Blue Heron* a a a Black-billed Cuckoo™ u ¢ ¢ Kentucky Warbler* ror
h f 1l h 1d. wh . i Great Egret* a c a Yellow-billed Cuckoo™ c c u Connecticut Warbler r r
each year from all over the world, who come to experience the mystery and magnificence of Snowy Fgret £ T e e e i Mourning Warbler FF 0
® this old river valley, rich in history, culture, habitat, and recreation. But they aren’t the only Little Blue Heron u Great Horned Owl™ c ¢ ¢ ¢ Common Yellowthroat™ a a
- & . . . . Cattle Egret u I u Snowy Owl r r Hooded Warbler r r
= visitors passing though — 40% of all North American waterfowl use the river as a migratory Green Heron* ¢ & @ Barred Owl* & ¢ o Wilson's Warbler : v
= : . 0 B e & Ameri 5 Black-crowned Night-Heron*  u u r Long-eared Owl* u r u u Canada Warbler r u
‘§ ﬂyW.ay, and 326 bird S_P s (35 % or ab'out 1_/3 of.all species 1 North erlca) use the river Yellow-crowned Night-Heron* v r u Short-gared Owl u u o u Yellow-breasted Chat* rr
2 corridor as a globally important flyway in their spring and fall migrations. Tundra Swan a 2 u Northern Saw-whet Owl* U U U U Scarlet Tanager* c_ U u
s e e Ty . 1 11: . Trumpeter Swan r r u r Common Nighthawk™* e (H u Northern Cardinal* a a c ¢
The Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge stretches southward for NIt S - Whip-poor-will W OB HfhBEetan POk -
261 miles along the Mississippi River from just above Wabasha, Minnesota, nearly to Rock Greater White-fronted Goose r Chimney Swift* c ¢ u Indigo Bunting* c ¢ ¢
e 5 . s @ m e Snow Goose u u Rudy-throated Hummingbird* u c u Dickcissel™ c c
Island, Illinois. This refuge and the entire Upper Mississippi River offer fabulous Canada Goose™ 4 B B8 Belted Kingfisher* % B Eastern Towhee™ R
opportunities for birding among extensive marshlands, wooded bottom lands, open water, e (TP A B & ¥ Red-teaded Wondpegker™ 0 U @ U AES(G TaES ST o & B
.. Green-winged Teal c r G r Red-bellied Woodpecker* ¢ c & c Chipping Sparrow a c a
sand prairie, and wooded bluffs. American Black Duck* (- u c r Yellow-bellied Sapsucker* ¢ o c r Clay-colored Sparrow u u
2 : . . 4 Mallard* a C a c Downy Woodpecker* c c C c Field Sparrow™ u c c r
The river env1‘ronment serves as a mlgrat{on corridor not or‘lly for. waterfowl, buF also for Northaen Bl e+ ¢ 1 Hairy Woodpecker™ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Vesper Sparrow™ Uoou U
numerous other birds such as raptors, shorebirds, and neo-tropical migratory songbirds. In Blue-winged Teal* a ¢ a Northern Flicker* c ¢ ¢ u Lark Sparrow* uoou
h . d bes £ ilen § i halbsi o . E Northern Shoveler c u c Pileated Woodpecker* u u u u Savannah Sparrow* u u u
3 the spring and summer, the river provides important nesting habitat for many species. Lven Gadwall I u a Olive-sided Flycatcher r u u Grasshopper Sparrow* o c u
: in the coldest months, the area serves as a wintering ground for northern bird populations, in American Wigeon a u a Eastern Wood Pewee” ¢ ¢ ¢ Henslow’s Sparrow* r r
Red—tailed Hawk 5, 8 . Canvasback a r a u Yellow-bellied Flycatcher r r r i Le Conte’s Sparrow r r r
addition to year—round residents. Redhead c r ¢ w Acadian Flycatcher* roor oo Fox Sparrow ¢ ¢
® Ring-necked Duck a r a Alder Flycatcher r r Song Sparrow* a a a u
o o Greater Scaup u u Willow Flycatcher™ u u u Lincoln’s Sparrow u u
= S S Lesser Scaup a r a u Least Flycatcher® c ( c Swamp Sparrow* C c ¢ r
i uccess tor les Oldsquaw r 0 r Eastern Phoebe* G u c White-throated Sparrow c & r
é Black Scoter r r Great Crested Flycatcher™ c a u White-crowned Sparrow u u r
3 Conservation and reintroduction efforts have benefited several bird species in the Upper White-winged Scoter r u o Eastern Kingbird* ¢ ¢ u Harris Sparrow u u
E] T 3 - Common Goldeneye a a t Horned Lark* r r r u Dark-eyed Junco a a a
Mississippi River. The Bald Eagle is one of the greatest success stories in the recovery of an Bufflehead © a T Purple Martin® U U u Lapland Longspur r roor
endangered species. While a few hundred eagles used to winter along the Mississippi River, A METREr g B 41 Ieesoalon” 4 & =5 i B -
. i 5 . Common Merganser r r c Northern Rough-winged Swallow c o u Bobolink u u u
there are now thousands. Peregrine Falcons, once extirpated from their entire eastern range Red-breasted Merganser c u U Bank Swallow” ¢ u u Red-winged Blackbird* a a a u
. . . Ruddy Duck [ r c r Cliff Swallow™ u r u Eastern Meadowlark™ [ & (5 u
the U.S., h‘ave been successfully reintroduced and now nest on cliffs, tc.>wc1'"s, and br1dgf:'s Turkey Vulture e e - - il e e v S
along the river. They were recently removed from the endangered species list, but are still Osprey” uouoc Blue Jay* a a a ¢ Yellow-headed Blackbird* u U
d A 3 [ Wi . d Mi Red.shsuldared I k 1 £ Bald Eagle* c c a c American Crow* a a a c Rusty Blackbird C ¢ u
endangered 1n lowa, wisconsin, an innesota. Red-shouldere awks nest In large tracts o Northern Harrier* U u U Black-capped Chickadee* c ¢ ¢ ¢ Brewer’s Blackbird* U ou U
mature or medium-aged, floodplain forests along the Mississippi River. Their diet varies but Sharp-shinned Hawk ¢ @ 2 u Tufted Titmouse™ 0 .0 0 Common Grackle™ a a a u
. . . Cooper's Hawk™ u u ¢ u Red-breasted Nuthatch u u u Brown-headed Cowbird* a a u r
includes frogs, crayfish, salamanders, snakes, small mammals, and birds. They are listed as Northern Goshawk roou White-breasted Nuthatch* ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ Orchard Oriole* U
endangered in lowa and Illinois, and a species of concern or threatened in Wisconsin and RER-Steuldared iy o L 4 d Hrown oreApar g 4. o 1 Baltimore Oriole” E 4
) . . L Broad-winged Hawk c u a Carolina Wren roror Pine Grosbeak roor
, i Minnesota. Red-shoulders are still uncommon in many parts of the Upper Mississippi River, Swainson’s Hawk r Bewick's Wren r r Purple Finch u uou
e ST . . . Red-tailed Hawk* c ¢ a ¢ House Wren* a a ¢ House Finch* c ¢ ¢ ¢
Yellow-rumped Warbler but research has indicated relatively stable populations between McGregor, 1A and Cassville, Rough-legped Aawk 0 v Winter Wren® - Ré Crasstil ) ;
W1, and on the Illinois side from East Dubuque to Savanna, IL. Golden Eagle r uoor Sedge Wren* uouou White-winged Crossbill r r
of American Kestrel* C & c u Marsh Wren* c (+ c Common Redpoll u u
of Merlin u u Golden-crowned Kinglet u u r Hoary Redpoll r
< 9 f C Peregrine Falcon u u u Ruby-crowned Kinglet c c Pine Siskin u u u
o) SPCCICS 0 OIlCCl'Il Gray Partridge* u u u u Blue-gray Gnatcatcher™ c c u American Goldfinch* a a a c
<§ Ring-necked Pheasant™ u u u u Eastern Blugbird*® c c c r Evening Grosheak r
D : : Ruffed Grouse* c ¢ ¢ ¢ Veery* u o u House Sparrow™ a a a a
5| Neo-tropical migrants s'ucl'l as the.CerL.ﬁean Warbler and the Prothonotary Warbler breed Wild Turkey* s ® & 0 Gfay-chissked Thish o u
along the Upper Mississippi River while wintering in more suitable climates such as Central Northern Bobwhite* u_ u u_u Swainsr%r;]’s Thrush u u Six species formerly occurred on the refuge:
. . : : King Rail* r r Hermit Thrush u u ; ;
America and the northern rim of South America. Populations for both of these warblers have Virginia Rail* i ©® 8 Wood Thrush* & 0 Eassﬁﬂgepr Pl?(GOF ((EE)?‘mCtt))
% @ ¥ - . * . B arolina Parakee Xtinc
been in decline, but are still common along the Upper Mississippi. Red-headed Woodpeckers (S;ora —— - é?;efg:t’gfgf'" L 2 8 1 Greater Pralrie Chicken
L. 5 : ommon en u y Catbi c i
bore nest cavities in dead trees, fence posts, or utility poles in open woods, savannas, American Goot* a roa u Northern Mockingbird roouor gharlf‘ta'ie‘_jl %rﬁ'ﬂfe
N e ; : Sandhill Crane* u u u Brown Thrasher* 6 & ® wallow=iallell Kl
_, farmlands, an.d bottomlanc%s. They feed on acorns, nuts, and berrle)s, storing them in ca.ches S e I 5 Emericah Pt " : Whooping Crane
Vesper Sparrow they defend vigorously. This widespread and common woodpecker’s numbers have declined Am. Golden-Plover u u Bohemian Waxwing r
. .. . . Semipalmated Plover u Cedar Waxwing* & ¢ i ies list i S. Fi
in the past decade due to loss of woodlands and competition with the European Starling. The = e v i rg : Tbls species 1.1 st sr th.e .U.S ,Fls.h e
9 U N Disslsstiont T . ; i for th Jatler il . £ klrllﬁfiecr - ? f ? r ,Elgggtg;h:r;]nesggl?]iike* ? . :’J ¢ Wildlife Service Upper Mississippi River
s er Mississippi River area is an important refuge for these and other bird species o an Av ; g ; e
= PP PP p & P Greater Yellowlegs U ou o European Starling* a_a_a ¢ Nﬂfl.onﬂ/ Wildlife &Fz&h Refuge Bz?'d List. All
= concern. Lesser Yellowlegs BB B White-eyed Vireo roor species names are in accordance with the
5 : g te-ey p
3 W::tafy Sandpiper u o u ou Eleu ShV”'ZOZ; @ rr Seventh American Ornithologist’s Union.
Z ° o ° ° ° ° illet r B r ue-headed Vireo u u u - . : :
Connecting People to the Mississippi River oS A Boviapfie® o | e i
g p PP Upland Sandpiper* roor Warbling Vireo* a a a writing: Upper Mississippi River National
Hudsonian Godwit r Philadelphia Vireo u u Wildlife and Fish Refuge, 51 East Fourth Street,
The Great River Birding Trail was developed to help educate citizens about the ecological gﬂaggle{ir Godwit r Sfd-evgéd V(ijrsle* . a_a a Room 101. Winona I\EN 55987, or by
. AT : ; uddy Turnstone uorw ue-winged Warbler* u oo U 5 Y 2 )
significance of the Upper Mississippi River as an important flyway for birds and to encourage Sanderling i Golden-winged Warbler i 0 contacting Refuge District offices located in
citizens to explore the Upper Mississippi River region through a form of hands-on, low- Semipaimated Sandpiper & £ 8 Tennessgg Warbler c c Winona, Minn.; La Crosse, Wis.; McGregor,
. p i . Y e . . Least Sandpiper c c c Orange-crowned Warbler r u Towa: and Savanfia, Til
impact, and non-consumptive recreation. The Great River Birding Trail is a project of the White-rumped Sandpiper uou U Nashville Warbler c c : ==Eeg = .
Audubon - Upper Mississippi River Campaign. To learn more about the Audubon - Upper et Sapdniper . 4 = JATTALIEH Raiid i ) Wa elesipinde 1. the Lipper Misueinps
DR ) 2 gy ) Pectoral Sandpiper c ¢ ¢ Yellow Warbler a a u River. Find ways in which you or your group
Mississippi River Campaign and the Great River Birding Trail, go Dunlin uouou Yellow-throated Warbler® P can help us to ensure a bright future for the
Ay / sk Stilt Sandpiper u u u Chestnut-sided Warbler c u ) P g i
www.audubon.org/campalgn/umr. Short-billed Dowitcher u u u Magnolia Warbler u u magnlﬁcent resources of this reglon.
} Long-billed Dowitcher u g Cape May Warbler u u
qg.s., IB D) T Fl. ht Id t. P d E\ommon ?,\r;ipeij " G u c u sla”ck-throateddli,l\fegll\/arbler r r
- = = A a k ® merican Woodcock* u u u ellow-rumpe aroler a a
Peregrme Falcon s e lg ° en lf.) lng a'n Wilson’s Phalarope u o u o Black-throated Green Warbler  u u
° ° b ° f ° Red-necked Phalarope r r Blackburnian Warbler g c
o Conserving Essential Habitat for Birds Fankin Gl o i Warkr o
) Bonaparte’s Gull u u Palm Warbler (5 c
= . . . . . Ring-billed Gull c ¢ ¢ u Bay-breasted Warbler r
= Important Bird Areas, or IBAs, are defined as sites that provide essential habitat for one
o
5 or more species of birds that are a high priority within a state, such as birds that are American Birding Association Code of Ethics
D ) . ) .
threatened, endangered, or have been in population decline. The IBA Program helps birds by I Birders must always act in ways that do not endanger the welfare of birds or other wildlife.
setting science-based priorities for habitat conservation and promoting positive action to i Obsj"eh and Photogfaphd?ifgs V;’lithogt ﬁﬂOWingly disturbing them in any significant way.
3 ; : e e . ¢ Avoid chasing or repeatedly flushing birds. 5
safeguard vital bird habitats. In 1995, Audubon launched an IBA initiative in the United + Use secardingsatd sitillas mediods of avcmering birds spafingly
States, working to establish IBA programs in all 50 states. IBAs include sites for breeding, « Keep an appropriate distance from nest and nesting colonies. w
wintering, and/or migrating birds, and are selected using standardized, science-based criteria. * Refrain from handling birds or eggs unless engaged in recognized research activities. u u Ol l
. X . . . II. Birders should do their best to not cause harm to the natural environment.
You can helP ldentlfy and conserve ImPOTtam Bird Areas in your state or region. For more * Whenever possible, stay on existing roads, trails, and pathways to avoid disturbing fragile habitat. Leave all habitat as found.
information on the Audubon IBA Program, go to: www.audubon.org/bird/iba/. This site IIL. Birders must always respect the right of others.

Trumpeter Swans

Birds of the Upper Mississippi River

Follow the Great River Road
to Great Birding!

Imagine how the bird habitat and bird life along the Mississippi River must change as the
river changes from a small stream running through the pine forests of northern Minnesota,
then through what was once tall-grass prairie and oak savanna of central Minnesota. Then it
changes again as it cuts through the blufflands of southern Minnesota, northeast lowa,
southwest Wisconsin and northwest Illinois. Finally, the river habitat and bird life reflects the
big, wide river of southern Illinois and Missouri, where the Missouri and Illinois rivers join
in.

You can now take a self-guided birding tour on the northernmost reaches of what is likely

includes the addresses of state IBA coordinators as well as information about many other
Audubon bird conservation projects.

National Wildlife & Fish Refuge. It is not a comprehensive checklist for the entire Upper Mississippi River. Be sure to bring a

Birds of the Upper Mississippi River
Refuge Checklist

Provided below is a checklist highlighting the 302 species of birds that can be found within the Upper Mississippi River

birding book along for reference, or contact the state Department of Natural Resources or state Ornithological Union for a
more specific birding list to the region you are visiting. Season, abundance and nesting status for each bird’s suitable habitat
along the Mississippi River corridor are coded as follows:

Season:
Spring — March through May
Summer — June through August

Abundance and Nesting Status:

A — abundant

C — common

* Respect the privacy and property of others by observing “No Trespassing” signs and by asking permission to enter private or posted lands.
* Observe all laws and the rules and regulations which govern public use of birding areas.

e Practice common courtesy in contacts with others.

o Always behave in a manner that will enhance the image of the birding community in the eyes of the public.

1-800-432-TRIP (8747)

AMERICA’S

BYWAYS

1A Foddn

(763) 212-2560

For Questions about the
La Crosse, WI 54601

Phone: (608) 784-2992

Email: bkoop@audubon.org
www.dnr.state.mn.us
1-888-MINNDNR or (651) 296-6157
www.dnr.state.wi.us
email: rvg@mwt.net
www.lacrossegraphics.com

Great River Birding Trail or to order additional maps:

www.mississippi-river.com
Minnesota Office of Tourism
www.exploreminnesota.com
1-800-657-3700 or (651) 296-5029
Map illustration by Riverwise

1707 Main Street, Suite 105
Wisconsin Department of Tourism

1ddississ

For More Information on Wildlife Tourism,
and the Federal Highway Administration

BITY [\ ©9SS01) T
Travel and Recreation Along the Upper Mississippi River:
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Upper Mississippi River Campaign © 2003
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reat River Birding Trail

La Crosse, Wis., Map — from Kellogg, Minn., to New Albin, Iowa (River Mile 755 to 674)

\ Lock & Dam 4 Viewing Platform
ma

‘ Lock & Dam 4"
1. Kellogg-Weaver Dunes Scientific & Natural Area {/ &= '
Where: This SNA consists of both a northern and southern

tract. From Kellogg, take Cty. Rd. 84 south. The northern tract
has a sign and limited parking off of CR 84, 4.3 miles south of
Kellogg. The southern tract has a parking area at the end of
Township Rd. 141, which intersects with CR 84, 5.5 miles

south of Kellogg. The southern end of CR 84 intersects w1th

- Hwy. 61 two miles notth of Weaver. .

Birds: Sandhill Cranes, flycatchers, Eastern Kingbirds, swallows,
Eastern Bluebirds, Bell’s Vireos, Red-eyed Vireos, warblers, :
Yellow Warblers, American Redstarts, Dickcissels, Bobolinks,
Eastern Meadowlarks, Orchard Orioles, Lark Sparrows and
Grasshopper Sparrows.

Note: Watch for the rare Blanding’s Turtle, which uses this
habitat. A side road leads to a public water access.

12. Buena Vista Park

g

A 13. Buffalo City Loop

\ Hwy. 35 Wayside Rest Lizzy Paul's Pond
Belvidere Slough Public Boat Landing
pper Spring Lake Landing

St. Boat Landing

Scientific & Natural Area

ﬁRicha.rd J. Dorer Memorial
Hardwood Forest (Public Lands)

gUpper Mississippi River Refuge Observatiopfeck

2. Weaver Bottoms

2. Weaver Bottoms x{* ¥/

Where: Located 7 miles south of Kellogg, below the town of

Weaver and north of Lock & Dam 5. There is a public parking

lot, boat landing and kiosk at Weaver where you can scout for

birds. To get a view from up high, drive roughly 2 miles south of

Weaver on Hwy. 61. Just before the cemetery, turn right and

take a second right that goes up the hill to a good observation
oint. You can also view the area from the roadside along Hwy.

gl below Weaver. - Lock & Danty ?

Birds: Almost all duck species, Bald Eagles, American White “g\

Pelicans, Double-crested Cormorants, Tundra Swans, gulls,

Forster’s Terns and Black Terns. In late fall, this is a major

staging area for Tundra Swans.

ﬁ]ohn A. Latsch State Park

,‘ 3. Whitewater State Park and Whitewater
Wildlife Management Area Loop

] £ 14 Wikems

Bensel Pond

Dam State Wildlife Area / Spring Lake (Pool 5)

“,"“'--. >

g anada Ridge-Eagle Valley Loop

WISCONSIN
MINNESOTA

3. Whitewater State Park and Whitewater Wildlife
Management Area Loop € ¢ Y R

Where: At Weaver, follow Hwy. 74 to Whitewater State Patk.
Follow Hwy. 74 to St. Charles and turn left on Hwy. 14 to
return to Winona.

Birds: Geese, ducks and other waterfowl, nesting Red-tailed and
Red-shouldered Hawks, Bald Eagles and Golden Eaglesin

Minnesota City/e HIVEH

Arcadia

winter, Wild Turkeys, Barn Swallows, Turkey Vultures, Ospreys, ewisidn 7

Ruffed Grouse, Whip-poor-wills, Pileated Woodpeckers, Wood

Thrushes and the Louisiana Water- thrush. Great variety of Stockton m

warblers during migration (including the Blue-winged Warbler).

Note: A wonderful side trip from the Great River Road. There is \ KEY

an excellent interpretive center with displays at Whitewater State m Goodview\e §4 Lyck & Dam 5A Pergrine

Park, as well as camping and cabins. Great place to watch B River View o \iinnd O photo by Kay Shaw

birdfeeders from indoors in winter. Easily accessible. Most of &  Blufftop View gt : ; :

Hwy. 74 is unpaved, but in good condition and well maintained ~/ Open Water M 5. Adhanin A 16. Tamarack Crfek Wildlife Area

=l _® Bottomland Forests B Woodtawn Cemetery

4. Prairie Island _® Y ¢ ¢ Open Fields

Where: Follow Huff St. to the river, where it curves sharply to # Upland Forests ﬁEastem Bluebird Trail

the left and becomes Riverview Drive. Continue 1.5 miles and = Lock & Dam ~ ‘ ~

turn right on Prairie Island Rd. Follow to park entrance on the #%  Great River Road : ‘ (35)

Blrds. Thrushes, warblers, Great Horned Owls, Barred Owls, == Boat Landmg <

woodpeckers, nuthatches, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers and vireos. s Canoe Trail

Note: The road leading into Prairie Island Park has fantastic ¥ Hiking Trail

views of bottomland forest and marshlands. Thousands of ducks i Information

use the area above the spillway ﬂ Resticoms Centerville
5. Aghaming Park @ ~/ M & & Bike Trail & Great River Pl

Where: From Winona, cross the Hwy. 54 bndge to Wisconsin. 1" = 3 miles ' m

Turn right directly after bridge onto Latsch Island. Follow the o s
left fork at the “Y”. Park in front of the old concrete wagon L
lmedge and walle across to Agh:umng Park, : I x 3

Birds: Excellent for spring warblers, Great Blue Herons, Great W ‘o Rushford 7 - (35)

Egrets, Prothonotary Warblers, Cerulean Warblers, geese, ducks, ) ;

rails, Bald Eagles, Red-shouldered Hawks, Ospreys, cuckoos, {rempealeau
woodpeckers, flycatchers and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers.

Note: This park is undeveloped and accessible only on foot or by
boat from the Minnesota side, although the park is in ‘
Wisconsin. Bottomland forest habitat. Duck hunting in fall.

18. Perrot State Park @

Galesville

A 19. Van Loon Wildlify/Area

6. Great River Bluffs State Park i 8 R 7 1]

Where: Follow signs off of -90/Hwy. 61. . .
 Birds: Wild Turkeys, Whip-poor-wills, Henslow’s Sparrows,

Bell’s Vireos, Blue-winged Warblers. Watch for nesting Peregrine

Falcons on the cliffs.

Note: Goat prairie habitat, high wooded bluffs and great views

of the Mississippi River Valley and Driftless Area.

Turkey Vulture
photo by Gary Krogman

7. Mound Prairie Marsh Scientific & Natural Area > &
Where: From Hokah, take Hwy. 16 west about 4 miles. Park on
gravel forest road on the north side of the highway.

Birds: Sandhill Cranes, Common Moorhen, Least Bittern and
Yellow-headed Blackbirds.

Note: This SNA contains goat prairies, oak forests and steep
rocky ravines of ancient stream beds. The Root River flows by
on its way to the Mississippi. Spectacular views from climbing
the SNA prairie.

Houston ' e Holmen

..-'--yy A,H \

y/

IDresbach Travcl

Information Cente Lock & Dam 7

?‘iW' pnsin Travel
\\\@ nfdpmation Center

* Onalaska

8. Sheperd’s Marsh X {/

Where: In La Crescent, take the old highway (Main St.) along
the east side of Highways 14/61. Turn east at the car wash on
Main Street. Cross the tracks and drive to the marsh.

Birds: Waterfowl, marsh birds, Common Yellowthroats,
swallows and Belted Kingfishers.

,‘ 7. Mound Prairie Marsh and

Prairie / Scientific & Natural Area La Crescent o

,‘ 8. Sheperd’s Marsh

ﬂBenverCreekVall State Park oka

9. Reno Bottoms Dike ® ~/ R

Where: Entrance and parking located just porth of Reno on the
east side of Hwy. 26. Drive or walk down to the access. Walk the
long dike that extends into the east river bottom.

Birds: Look for wading birds, waterfowl, woodpeckers and
warblers.

ettibone City Park 019

S
20. Oak Grove Cemetery, ),
)eick Marsh and Hixon Forest /9/1,

J2 Cragddad Bluff D

a Crescent Sewage ~
Drain and Blue Lak: $
TR sy La Crosses

Caledonia
"—/\

:/\
%

Ml.awre ce Lake

e

10. Reno State Recreation Area and Reno Bluff Overlook
2R

Where: From Reno, turn west off of Hwy. 26 on the gravel road
and follow signs for Reno Recreation Area. About 0.3 miles pass
entrance on left for primitive campground and continue about
one mile. Watch for gate and trail on right, and park in the small
parking lot. Follow trail up for about 0.3 miles, hold to the right
when trail forks. Take the trail to old quarry and follow along
rim. Panoramic views of river.

Birds: This is one of the best hawk-watching sites in Minnesota
south of Duluth. In late September to late October watch for
Cooper's, Broad-wings, Northern Harriers, Red-tails, Peregrines,
Goshawks, Kestrels, Red-shoulders, Metlins and Turkey
Vultures. In the bluff edge trees watch for warblers, vireos,
gnatcatchers and kinglets. Also watch for Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, Orchard Orioles, Yellow and Black-billed Cuckoos,
Eastern Towhees, Wood Thrushes, Scarlet Tanagers, Wild
Turkeys, owls and woodpeckers. In fall look for migrating
Monarch butterflies.

L
g

Brownsville P

SZ! Brownsville Sewage Plant o
&

a2 Wildcat Landig4

ER

B e
" g 0 28 0 O e,

MObservation Deck

‘ A1,

Northern Cardinal
photo by Gary Krogman

(4 WISCONSIN

coon CREEX

.. Coon, Creek Mudflats
l 9. Reno Bottoms Dike ; :

Reno
,‘ 10. Reno State Recreation Area .
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11. Millstone Landing Y & =
Where: Hwy. 26, 3 miles north of New Albin.

Birds: Watch for warblers in spring and woodland raptors. ’ %
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* A Birder's Guide to Minnesota, by Kim R. Eckert

e A Traveler's Guide to Wildlife in Minnesota, Minn. DNR

* Birding Minnesora, by Jay Michael Strangjs

* A Guide to Minnesota's Scientific and Natural Areas Minn. DNR

* Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union , http://www.cbs.umn.edu/~mou/

* Wisconsin's Favorite Bird Haunts, 4th Edition, Editor Darryl D. Tessen
* Wisc. Society for Ornithology, http://wso.uwgb.edu/wso/

Learn more about birding in Minnesota nad Wisconsin! Check out these great resources:
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The Audubon — Great River Birding Trail is a Partner
in the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail.
For more information go to www.fermatainc.com

12. Buena Vista Pack § 4

Where: In Alma, turn off of Hwy. 35 onto Cty. Rd. E. Follow
signs for the park. ,
Birds: One of the best public raptor mlgratlon viewing areas in
Wisconsin. Watch for Turkey Vultures, Red-tailed Hawks,

Peregrine Falcons and Broad-winged Hawks (Aug.-Sept.). . fall,

watch for Merlins, American Kestrels, Sharp-shinned Hawks
and Coopers Hawks. Open water below Lock 82 Dam 4 makes
this a great spot to watch Bald Eagles fish in winter. Also watch
for Scarlet Tanagers, Wood Thrushes, Hairy Woodpeckers and
Ruffed Grouse.

13. Buffalo City Loop @ Y/ @ " R =

Where: From the south, turn left onto Prairie Moon Rd. 5 miles
north of Fountain City. From the north, turn right on Cry. Rd.
OO north of Cochrane at the sign. Buffalo City is rich in
excellent birding areas, which are noted in blue on the map.
Birds: River backwaters and marshes offer an extensive diversity
of diving ducks and dabblers, three species of loons, rails,
herons, Great Egrets, Sandhill Cranes, Ospreys and White
Pelicans. In woodland and field habitats, watch for hawks,
migrating warblers, cuckoos, vireos, gnatcatchers, thrushes and
orioles.

14. Whitman Dam State Wildllfe Area/ Sptmg Lake
2N

Where: Exit Hwy. 35 on Cty. Rd. O near Cochra.ne, then travel
south on OO to the parking lot at the east end of the Whitman
Dam Dike. Park here and walk the dike to look for birds.

Birds: Warbling Vireos, Prothonotary Warblers, Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers, American Redstarts, Common Yellowthroats,
Hooded Mergansers and Tundra Swans. Look for Pileated
Woodpeckers and Red-shouldered Hawks.

Note: Great place to walk through bottomland forest without
getting your feet wet or trampling fragile vegetation. This road is
not plowed in winter, but is accessible with skis or snowshoes.
The 2-mile hike on the dike to Lock & Dam 5 during spring
migration in May might be good for warblers, and in eatly
November for waterfowl. (4-mile roundtrip walk)

15. Merrick State Park @ Y/ # & =

Where: Three miles north of Fountain City on Hwy. 35.

Birds: In summer, watch for Great-Crested Flycatchers,
Common Yellowthroats, Yellow-billed Cuckoos and
Prothonotary Warblers. Look and listen for Barred Owls,
Northern Saw Whet Owls, Eastern Screech Owls and the Great
Horned Owl. Resident Cerulean Warblers recorded here. The
pine trees to the left of the bridge as you enter the park are home
to hundreds of Turkey Vultures in March and Apnl Best
viewing time is at dusk. , :

16. Tamarack CreekWildhfeAma '8 .3 ﬂ

Where: Drive west from Centerville on Hwy. 35/54 to Cty Rd.
E Drive 7.5 miles north on F to the patking lot for the wildlife
area. To return to Hwy. 35/54, head south on Hwy. 93 to
Centerville. Or reverse this route, starting on Hwy. 93.

Birds: In this tamarack bog habitat watch for hawks, owls,
warblers, vireos, thrushes, flycatchers, sparrows, Northern
Harriers, Sandhill Cranes, Willow Flycatchers, Eastern
Kingbirds, Sedge Wirens, Marsh Wrens, Eastern Bluebirds,

~ American Redstarts, Indigo Buntmgs, Swamp Sparrows and

Eastern Meadowlarks ,
17. Trempealoau Nati 'ws,mufeneﬁegeﬁﬁw

Where: Drive 3.25 miles west on Hwy. 35/54 from Centerville.
Turn south at the sign for the rcfugc and follow 1 mile to the
entrance.

Birds: Diverse habitat in this refuge attracts a wonderful

diversity of bird species. Chances are good to see more than 29

% warbler species and 100 bird species at the height of migration.
" In prairie and woodland habitat watch for Grasshopper, Lark,

Savannah, and Field Sparrows, cuckoos, Sandhill Cranes,

Dickcissels, Bobolinks, Northern Shrike, Pileated Woodpeckers,
American Woodcocks, Northern Harrxers, hawks, accipiters and
owls. In open water and slough areas watch for Yellow-headed
Blackbirds, Tundra Swans, White Pelicans, Forster’s Terns, Sora
and Virginia Rails and cormorants, as well as mergansers and
dabblers in sprmg and fall.

Note: Don'’t miss the 4-mile Wildlife Drive, Keip's Island

Nature Trail to Pine Creek Dike, interpretation center and
observation deck. Maps of the refuge are available at the
headquarters and kiosks.

18. Perrot State Park % B & ¢ ~ 1 b =

Wherei Accese from ihe ol b (i Hwy. 93 through the village
of Trempealeau. In Trempealeau, follow signs for the park. You
can follow South Prairie Rd. from the patk to get to
Trempealean Wildlife Refuge.

Birds: Excellent birding during spring and fall migrations.
Along the river and backwaters, watch for Bald Eagles and
Tundra Swans, waterfowl, shorebirds, gulls and terns. In the
upland forests watch for Pileated Woodpeckers, Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, Scarlet Tanagers, Black-billed Cuckoos, American
Redstarts, Ovenbirds, Wood Thrushes, migrating warblers,
vireos, flycatchers, woodpeckers, hawks and owls.

Note: Ancient Indian burial mounds and petroglyphs are
preserved throughout the park.

19. Van Loon Wildlife Area @ & ~/ #a o

Where: On Hwy. 35/54, watch for sign and parking at the
bridge, which crosses the Black River. Also accessible by driving
east on Hwy. 35 from the town of Trempealeau for about 3-4
miles.

Birds: Red-shouldered Hawks, Baltimore Orioles and Redstarts.
Note: Borders the Black River with mixed hardwood forest and
marshlands.

20. Oak Grove Cemetery, Myrick Marsh and Hixon Forest

g R
Where: Oak Grove Cemetery is on La Crosse St. or Hwy. 16

north of U.W. La Crosse. Bordering the cemetery to the north
and east is Myrick Marsh. Hixon Forest can be reached from
Hwy. 16 by turning east at the north end of the railroad
overpass on Bluff Pass, or by trail from Myrick Park.

Birds: At Oak Grove watch for warblers and thrushes. While
hiking through Myrick Marsh watch for Great Egrets, Green-

backed Herons, a wide variety of waterfowl, Common

‘Moorhens, terns, rails and wrens. Hixon forest is great for
woodpeckers, warblers and migrants in spring and fall. '
Note: These sites are known as the best birding spots within

La Crosse. Myrick Matsh has an elevated foot path through the
marsh called the “RABBIT” Trail (River and Bluffs Bicentennial
Intracity Trail). This trail branches off and you can follow it into

Hixon Forest or Riverside Park on the Mississippi chr Hixon

Nature Center offers Sunday aftemoon programs.

21. Goose Island County Park M 3{ .3 b P ha ‘
Where: Located 2 miles south ofthe junction of Hwys. 35 &
14/61.

Birds: Watch for migrant warblers in early May, waterfowl and
Bald Eagles in fall and winter. Look for an active Cliff Swallow
nesting colony at the entrance bridge (May-July).

Note: Watch for Upper Mississippi River Refuge walking trails
when driving the entrance road into the park. Hunting is
permitted in certain areas.
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